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including part of the Wai tahika^ the whole of Phaltan, and the tdhtka of Man, is probably about 1,100 miles, while the area of the Kistna system is 4,000. Of the Kistna's total length of 800 miles, 150 are within this District. It rises on the eastern brow of the Mahabaleshwar plateau. The six feeders on the right bank of the Kistna are the Kudali, Vena, Urmodi, Tarli, Koyna, and Varna; the two on the left are the Vasna and Yerla. Of the Bhima river system, the chief Satara representatives are the Nira in the north and the Man in the north-east. The Nira rises within the limits of the State of Bhor, and running through Wai, Phaltan, and Malsiras in Sholapur, after a total length of 130 miles, falls into the Bhima. The Man river rises in the hills in the north-west of the Man tahtka^ and, after a course of 100 miles through that tdluka and the Atpadi mahal of Aundh State and through Sangola and Pandharpur in Sholapur, joins the Bhima at Sarkoli, 10 miles south-east of Pandharpur.
The whole of Satara lies within the Deccan trap area. As in other parts of the Western Deccan, the hills are layers of soft or amygdaloid trap, separated by flows of hard basalt and capped by laterite or iron-clay.
The botanical features of Satara are similar to those of adjacent Deccan Districts. The spurs and slopes that branch east from the Western Ghats are covered by teak mixed with brush-wood. As is usual in the Deccan, the cultivated parts have but few trees, though mango groves are common near towns and villages. Most of the roadsides are well shaded with avenues of banian and mango. Several types of flowering plant are found on the hills, notably the Capfaris, Hibiscus, Impatiens, Crotalaria, Indigo/era^ Smithia, KalancJioe, Am-mania, Senedo, Lobelia, Jasminum, as well as fine examples of the orchid family. Oranges, limes, figs, and pomegranates are widely grown; but an attempt to introduce European fruit trees at Panchgani has met with indifferent success. Mahabaleshwar strawberries have gained a well-deserved reputation.
In the west near the Sahyadris, chiefly in the Koyna valley and the Mala pass hills, are found the tiger, leopard, bear, and a few sambar and small deer. In the east antelope or black buck, and the chinkara. or Indian gazelle, are met with in certain sparsely populated tracts. Common to both east and west are the hare, monkey, and hog. The Vena, Kistna, Koyna, and Varna rivers are fairly stocked with fish. Game-birds are not numerous, the chief being the common sand-grouse, the painted partridge, common grey partridge, quail, and snipe. From December to March the demoiselle crane is to be found in flocks on some of the rivers and reservoirs. Herons and egrets are common. Of the ibis four species, and of duck seven species, are to be seen on the larger rivers.